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Frequently Asked Questions for Early Kindergarten Entrance 
 
What is the birthday cutoff for testing?  
Children must turn five between September 1 and November 30 to participate in the Early Entrance screening.  
 
What is the cutoff date for registering for kindergarten without doing Early Entrance Testing?  
Children must be age 5 on or before August 31.  
 
What assessment areas are evaluated for Early Entrance to Kindergarten?   
Cognitive—an individual standardized assessment is used to assess candidates’ cognitive development, 
including: ability to attend to visual and auditory stimuli and to retrieve information; critical thinking skills; and 
ability to conceptualize, discriminate, and draw relationships among object features (such as size and shape).   
 
Fine Motor—a standardized developmental inventory is used to assess child’s fine muscle control and 
coordination, particularly the small muscles in the arms and hands that allow performance of increasingly 
complicated tasks such as tracing, cutting, and tying.   
 
Communication—a standardized norm-referenced questionnaire is used to assess candidates’ receptive 
language (ability to discriminate, recognize, and understand sounds and words, and understanding and use of 
conversational skills) and expressive language development (use of words to relate information to others, 
knowledge of and ability to use simple rules of grammar, and use of language as a tool for social contact), 
based on parent report.    
 
Social/Emotional—a standardized norm-referenced questionnaire is used to assess candidates’ ability to 
interact with others, use play and leisure time appropriately, and cope with changes in routine/settings based 
on parent report. Additionally, candidates will be observed and assessed on their behavior in the testing 
setting. Because social/emotional skills are truly a functional skill, we strongly recommend preschool/pre-
kindergarten provide objective information of various social/emotional aspects based on their observation of 
the candidate in their letters of recommendation.  
 
Adaptive Behavior—a standardized norm-referenced questionnaire is used to assess candidates’ ability to take 
care of personal needs (eating, bathroom, dressing), remain safe and follow rules/expectations in the home 
and community settings, as well as the ability to clean up after self/help with chores, based on parent report. 
Additionally, candidates will be observed and assessed on their behavior in the testing setting.  
 
Academic -  an individual standardized assessment using grade Kindergarten norms is used to assess the 
candidates’ reading, writing and math skills. In addition, students will need to meet mid-year screening criteria 
on all district kindergarten screening tools.  
 
How well do children need to score on the assessments to qualify for early entrance? Applicants must earn a 
scores of 115 or higher on all standardized assessments, as well as meet age equivalents levels of 5 years 6 
months on all questionnaires related to social/emotional and adaptive skills.  The candidate must also meet all 
mid-year criteria on all kindergarten screening tools.  
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What percent of children tested qualify for early entrance?  
Approximately 10-15% of applicants qualify.  
 
When will I know the testing dates?  
Early Entrance evaluations will be scheduled and completed before mid-August; families will receive an email 
informing them of the date and time of their student’s assessment session. If your child will be tested by the 
SVSD district personnel, testing will be conducted at the District Office, located at 8001 Silva Ave, Snoqualmie, 
WA 98065. 
 
Who does the testing?  
The testing is done by a school psychologist employed by the district.   
 
How long does the assessment session take? 
The assessment session lasts approximately 1.5 hours per day; 3 hours total. Parents will not be allowed in the 
testing rooms.  
 
What happens if my child cannot complete the assessments?  
Children must complete the entire early entrance to Kindergarten evaluation on their assigned test date 
within their allotted assessment period. Incomplete assessments will not be scored. Children who are unable 
to complete the assessments will not be allowed to complete the evaluation at a later date.  
 
Can my child take the assessment more than once?  
Children are not allowed to take the early entrance to Kindergarten assessments more than once. When will I 
know the results of the testing? Test results will be sent to parents approximately two weeks after the 
evaluation. If your child qualifies, the neighborhood school will also be notified.  
 
How much does the screening and testing cost?  
We charge a $375.00 non-refundable testing fee, which covers the costs of the testing. This fee may be 
changed by the Board of Directors. If at the start of testing, you change your mind or your child cannot be 
separated from you, you will not be charged.  
 
What if I do not live in the Snoqualmie Valley School District attendance area?  
You may not take the test unless you live in the Snoqualmie Valley School District attendance area and have 
current proof of residency.  
 
When will I be able to register my child in Kindergarten?  
You may not register your child until he/she has been found eligible through the assessment process.  
 
I had my child privately tested. Can I submit these results with the application?  
Yes, prior to getting a private evaluation, request the Private Evaluation for Early Kindergarten  packet of 
testing requirements to provide to the evaluator of your choosing. 
What if my child doesn’t qualify for early entrance to Kindergarten?  
The Early Kindergarten Entrance team will meet shortly after all testing is completed to review applications, 
letters of recommendations,  and testing results to make a decision. If your child is not selected for early 
entrance, you will be notified via phone call by one of the team members and results will be mailed within two 
weeks after the decision has been made.  
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Does my child need to read and write?  
There will be some aspects of reading and writing that are required to earn a standard score of 115 on 
academic tests, such as reading sight words and spelling single words from memory. 
 
What if my child needs accommodations due to a diagnosed disability?  
A child must have a verified record of an identified disability (such as vision, hearing, motor etc.) that impacts 
the testing environment. Modifications may be made on screening tests; however, standardization cannot be 
broken on the standardized assessments for them to be a valid and reliable. 
 
My child has no previous preschool or pre-kindergarten experience, are they still eligible for early 
kindergarten entrance? 
Unfortunately, previous exposure to classroom-type setting, such as a preschool/pre-kindergarten is required 
for consideration to early entrance. Exposure and success in these settings are a key factor in determining 
early kindergarten success, especially in terms of social/emotional and adaptive behavior development.  
 
What can I do to prepare my child for the assessments?  
There is no studying for these developmental assessments.  
 
Do you provide a translator for my child? 
The assessments will be given in English, as our Kindergarten classes are conducted in English. An interpreted 
test will not help us determine if the child is ready for early entrance to an English learning environment. We 
will provide a translator for an adult in the family who wishes to be able to understand a conference.  
 
I would like my child to attend 1st grade early, is the process the same?  
The process for grade advancement is similar to that of early kindergarten entrance; however, the student 
must perform at a 6 year 6 month age equivalent in all social/emotional and adaptive assessments. 
Additionally, we also require completion in a state-accredited private kindergarten program or pre-
kindergarten program.  

 


